Demonstrating Impact: A
summative evaluation of t

Skyline exhibition

4 What did we learn?
Notably, Skyline achieved nearly all three of its
intended impacts. For example, the figure below
3 How did RK&A approach this study? illustrates the extent to which Skyline achieved impact
two (see full report* for further details):
RK&A explored achievement of Skyline’s intended impacts
I Whatis Sky','ne? on visiting families using three methodologies—
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+ More than 11 percent of observed children

Families will increase their understanding of build a stable, free-standing structure

relevant STEM concepts related to how
buildings stand up

Awareness, knowledge,
or understanding » One-half of interviewees use STEM-based

language when talking about their building

experience
Attitudes Caregivers will gain confidence and skills in « More than 58 percent of children are coached
Skills facilitating their children’s learning by their caregivers while building a structure

Awareness, knowledge, Caregivers and children will be aware of their
or understanding own STEM-based learning

+ One-half of visitor groups reference one or
more STEM-based learning outcomes

he

experience (a story-telling
station allowing structured
visitor reflection)

their own STEM-based learning

Museums can use evaluation to demonstrate impact;
the achievement of specific visitor outcomes (or
indicators) can, together, create an overall desired
impact on one’s target audience. CCM was able to use
study findings to demonstrate Skyline’s impact to NSF.
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*http://www.informalscience.org/reports/0000/0171/2008_RKA_CCM_Skyline3_summ_dist.pdf
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