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Introduction

Living collections are at the heart of all zoos and are ambassadors for
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opportunity for visitors to get first-hand experiences with a wide variety of Behavior Type Number of Sessions |Male% | Female % DURING JAGUAR ACTIVITY

species across regions and taxa; animals from all over the globe are Active 16 25.0 75.0 50 —

* Animal behaviors do appear to influence how visitors behave
and their perceptions of the animal’s wellbeing, the exhibit and
their enjoyment. Visitors rated all questions more positively
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to see. Despite the importance of animals in living collections, little is D 45 - — and less positively when the animal was repetitive or was out of
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Research Question: Do different animal behaviors influence visitor TOTAL >9 35 4 i 5
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Average Visitor Perceptions of Jaguar Behaviors
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During repetitive sessions, approximately half of the visitors

surveyed perceived repetitive behaviors to be repetitive and

the other half thought they were active. The questionnaire

aopnses were compared from these two groups of visitors Question | ’Qg‘;vei
_ Bseentions of animal behaviors infueneead

their ratings of the animal, the exhibit and their enjoyment.
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behavior as opposed to when it is out of sight.



